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Upper Klamath Lake in Klamath Falls, Ore., is the
state's largest freshwater lake. Explosions this week
should boost the lake's volume by almost 5.9 billion
gallons.

By Don Ryan, AP
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A national conservation group plans to
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The Nature Conservancy aims to ¢ Whats s
restore almost 5 square miles of marsh

in an area vital to two rare fish species.

Crews will set off 100 tons of explosives buried in four half-
mile sections of dikes.

Water from the lake then will rush through the gaps to
flood wetlands lost 50 years ago when the Williamson
River delta was drained for farming. The conservancy has
bought the croplands and removed them from production.

The explosions, in four bursts over five minutes, will throw
soil 150 feet up and 300 feet out, says Mark Stern, director
of the conservancy's Upper Klamath conservation
program.

"It's not going to be this big volcanic explosion, but you will
feel the earth move a little bit," Stern says. He says loud

booms will go off before the actual explosions to scare away fish and other wildlife.

FIND MORE STORIES IN: Oregon | Nature Conservancy | Bureau of Reclamation | Klamath River | Mark
Stern | Coho | Lost River | Pacific Flyway | Upper Klamath Lake

http://www.usatoday .com/news/nati on/environment/2007-10-28-akeexplosions_N.htm (2 of 5)4/21/2008 7:33:33 PM

What's This?

Related Advertising Links

American Express® Cards

Great card offers from American Express! Compare
and...

WWW.americanexpress.com

Have You Invented Anything?

We help Los Angeles Inventors! Click for your FREE...
www.lnventHelp.com

a
Advertisement

E-mail features

E-mail newsletters

Sign up to receive our free Daily Briefing e-
newsletter and get the top news of the day in
your inbox.

E-mail I |

Select one: @ HTML O Text
Breaking news E-mail alerts

Get breaking news in your inbox as it
happens



javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/popup/marketing_ad.htm','ref1','width=300,height=300'))
http://ad.usatoday.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.cgi/www.usatoday.com/news/nation/environment/2007-10-28-lakeexplosions_N.htm/24598/Poster3/default/empty.gif/34636139336232303438306430346530
http://reg.e.usatoday.com/
http://reg.e.usatoday.com/
http://ad.usatoday.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.cgi/www.usatoday.com/news/nation/environment/2007-10-28-lakeexplosions_N.htm/5986/Links2/default/empty.gif/34636139336232303438306430346530
javascript:void('Recommend')
javascript:void('Recommend')
javascript:RightslinkPopUp()
http://asp.usatoday.com/marketing/rss/rsstrans.aspx?ssts=news%7Cnation%7Cenvironment
http://mixx.com/submit/story?page_url=http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/environment/2007-10-28-lakeexplosions_N.htm&partner=usat
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/environment/2007-10-28-lakeexplosions_N.htm&title=Blasting levees part of effort to revive Oregon lake&topic=
http://del.icio.us/post?v=4&partner=usatoday&noui&jump=close&url=http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/environment/2007-10-28-lakeexplosions_N.htm&title=Blasting levees part of effort to revive Oregon lake
http://www.newsvine.com/_wine/save?aff=usatoday&u=http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/environment/2007-10-28-lakeexplosions_N.htm&h=Blasting levees part of effort to revive Oregon lake&t=
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/environment/2007-10-28-lakeexplosions_N.htm&title=Blasting levees part of effort to revive Oregon lake
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/environment/2007-10-28-lakeexplosions_N.htm&title=Blasting levees part of effort to revive Oregon lake
http://www.usatoday.com/community/tags/reporter.aspx?id=498
http://www.usatoday.com/community/tags/topic.aspx?req=tag&tag=Oregon
http://www.usatoday.com/community/tags/topic.aspx?req=tag&tag=Nature Conservancy
http://www.usatoday.com/community/tags/topic.aspx?req=tag&tag=Bureau of Reclamation
http://www.usatoday.com/community/tags/topic.aspx?req=tag&tag=Klamath River
http://www.usatoday.com/community/tags/topic.aspx?req=tag&tag=Mark Stern
http://www.usatoday.com/community/tags/topic.aspx?req=tag&tag=Mark Stern
http://www.usatoday.com/community/tags/topic.aspx?req=tag&tag=Coho
http://www.usatoday.com/community/tags/topic.aspx?req=tag&tag=Lost River
http://www.usatoday.com/community/tags/topic.aspx?req=tag&tag=Pacific Flyway
http://www.usatoday.com/community/tags/topic.aspx?req=tag&tag=Upper Klamath Lake
http://www.usatoday.com/news/military/troopsatrisk/default.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/news/lottery/lotto.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/news/default.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/default.htm

Blasting levees part of effort to revive Oregon lake - USATODAY .com

The $9 million project, 12 years in the making, is backed by federal and state agencies and a host of groups
because it will both aid wildlife and increase the capacity of the Upper Klamath, Oregon's largest freshwater
lake. The lake is home to the shortnose sucker and Lost River sucker, both declared endangered under
federal law 19 years ago. It also is the source of the Klamath River, a lifeline for 1,400 irrigation farmers and
for threatened Coho salmon downstream.

"By breaching these levees and restoring wetland, we essentially are making Upper Klamath Lake a bigger
water body, with more storage available for downstream," Stern says. "It will also create tremendous
breeding habitat for water birds — pelicans, black terns, sandhill cranes and waterfowl" that migrate along the
Pacific Flyway.

Helping the fish now — the new marshes will act as a nursery for young suckerfish — could ease a long-
running battle over water downstream. In a severe drought several years ago, the lake level fell so low that
water managers had to cut off the flow to farmers to protect the fish. Angry protests followed. Lawsuits over
the lake, river and fish continue today.

Water releases for farming are likely to continue jeopardizing the three fish species, the federal Bureau of
Reclamation reported last week in an assessment of irrigation operations through 2017.

Tuesday's blasts should boost the lake's volume by almost 5.9 billion gallons. Explosives are being used
instead of bulldozers because the levee soils are too unstable. Earthmovers were still used over the past two
years to remove the upper 60% of the berms — about 1.75 million cubic yards of dirt — to make the final job
easier.

Once the dust settles, aquatic plants such as hard-stemmed bulrushes will begin to reclaim the marsh
naturally. "The recipe for growing wetlands is pretty straightforward,” Stern says. "Just add water."
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To report corrections and clarifications, contact Reader Editor Brent Jones. For publication consideration in
the newspaper, send comments to letters@usatoday.com. Include name, phone number, city and state for
verification.
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Jacq wrote: 172d ago

Taking land out of agriculture and putting it in federal control is not unprecedented in the
Klamath Basin. More than 100,000 acres ag land has been converted to federal land and/or The
Nature C onservancy land, creating mostly wetlands, and this project is the beginning of another
20,000 acre land acquisition. Wetlands there evaporate 2ce the amount of water as irrigated ag.
The National Academy of Science Chairman Dr William Lewis stated that adding more wetlands
will not help the sucker fish and will not improve water quality. With the evaporation it will
decrease available water, not to mention taking production and jobs out of the private sector.
Downsizing ag has already decimated our cattle industry in the Uppor Klamath Basin. But this
makes a good positive story for another land grab. By the way, it was discovered that there
were tens of thousands more sucker fish in Klamath Lake than guessed at the time they were
listed as endangered. Our government doesn't know how many suckers they must find before
they can come off the endangeres species list.
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newmexicocraig wrote: 175d ago
amightyfortress - LOL!!
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amightyfortress wrote: 175d ago
"Water from the lake then will rush through the gaps to flood wetlands lost 50 years ago when
the Williamson River delta was drained for farming"

Nooooooooooo! What if there are ants and worms crawling on the land, they will drown!

"The explosions, in four bursts over five minutes, will throw soil 150 feet up and 300 feet out,
says Mark Stern, director of the conservancy's Upper Klamath conservation program. He says
loud booms will go off before the actual explosions to scare away fish and other wildlife."

Nooooooooooooo! What if some of the birds are deaf and don't hear the booms? Or, what if the
booms scare the birds and they're frozen in place, unable to fly away? How can we be sure all
the fish will hear the booms? Some fish might DIE!
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